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     Happy New Year!
St. Paul’s Staff and Vestry
The Head of the Church, Jesus Christ
The Bishop, The Right Reverend Betsey Monnet
    Priest in Partnership, The Reverend Richard Graves
       
Senior Warden, PJ Colbert
Junior Warden, Nick Lindborg
Parish Administrator, Michael Bayne
Organist, Sharon Morrical
Andrew Thelen, Pianist
   Artist in Residence, Hudson Lourenço-Feld
Email:  stpauls50158@msn.com
Webpage: stpaulsmarshalltown.org
Visit us on Facebook:  www.facebook.com/stpaulsmarshalltown
For further information, contact the church at 641-753-6317.
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Excerpts from the Christmas sermon given by the Archbishop of Canterbury
The Most Reverend and Right Honorable Justin Welby
“In Jesus Christ, God reaches out to each one of us here; to you and to me. Reaches out those small hands of a little baby. God reaches out to those whose family have no resources around us in this country today, into the dark cells of prisons, into the struggles of hospital wards, to those on small boats, to the despairing, and even to the condemned and wicked, and God says, “Take me into your heart and life, let me set you free from the darkness that surrounds and fills you, for I too have been there. And God says, ‘In me there is forgiveness, hope, life and joy, whoever and wherever you are, whatever you have done.”
“We must not give up on each other, for God does not give up on us. God frees and forgives through this child. Forgiveness is difficult, it was made possible by God emptying himself, hanging on a cross. Forgiveness feels impossible but forgiveness is the indispensable foundation for a world that seeks hope and loves the light and desires kindness and mercy, and forgiveness is the testimony of the Christ Child.”
“Like the shepherds, we are invited to welcome Christ into our lives. The question to each of us, to every person here, is will you open your hearts and future to Him, consciously, deliberately, explicitly? For in doing so we each and all will find that His presence brings light and life and freedom to all our relationships. And we become the source of that light and life and freedom in the world.”
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Christmas Message from our Presiding Bishop
Hello. I’m inside St. James Church by-the-Sea, La Jolla, California. We thank the rector, the clergy, the staff, and the good people of this church for allowing us to bring this Christmas message to The Episcopal Church from this wonderful and beautiful congregation.
There is a Christmas carol not that well known here in the States, maybe better known in Great Britain, that says quite simply, “Love came down at Christmas. Love all lovely. Love divine. Love was born at Christmas. Star and angel gave the sign. Love came down at Christmas.”
The older I get, the more I am convinced that God came into this world in the person of Jesus for one reason, and one reason alone: to show us the way to be reconciled and in right relationship with the God who is the creator of us all, and with each other as children of that one God who is the creator of us all, and of all things.
Jesus came to show us how to live, reconciled with God, and with each other, and He taught us that the way to do it is God’s way of love. For God’s way of love is God’s way of life. It’s our hope for our families, our communities, our societies. Indeed, it is our hope for the whole world. For God so loved the world that He gave His only Son, and love came down at Christmas.
Now, look, I’m 69 years old. I’ve been around the block a little bit. I know that sounds nice, sounds like the kind of thing we say in church. It sounds nice, but naive, idealistic but unrealistic, and yet, consider the alternative. Need I just simply say the names? Uvalde, Vestavia Hills, Tree of Life Synagogue, Club Q in Colorado Springs, Ukraine.
Now, God’s way of love is not naive, it is not unrealistic, it’s the way. It’s the way to life for us all. Dr. King once said, “Darkness cannot cast out darkness; only light can do that. And hatred cannot cast out hatred; only love can do that.” Love came down at Christmas. And as some of us are beginning to say in this Episcopal church of ours, “Love always.”
Earlier this year, I went to Mother Emanuel AME in Charleston to be part of the seventh commemoration of the murders of the martyrs of Charleston. You may remember that a number of years ago, while members of that church had gathered for Bible study, a man came in and they welcomed him in, and invited him to join them, and he turned on them, and he killed many.
It was the seventh commemoration to both honor and remember those who had died, to give God thanks for those who helped—first responders, medical persons—but it was also something else. It was a time to commit ourselves, not simply to throw up our hands in despair, but to reach out our hands to each other, to roll up our sleeves, to take God’s hand and take each other’s hand and do the hard and holy work of love, which brings healing, which brings hope, which binds us together, and lifts us up to be all that God dreams and intends for us all to be.
Love came down at Christmas. Love always, because love is the way. It is the way that Jesus taught us based on the ancient teachings of Moses, “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, all your soul, all your mind, and all your strength. This is the first and great commandment, and the second is like unto it: You shall love your neighbor as yourself,” for on these two hang, depend, all the law, all the prophets, everything that God intends because God is love.
Love came down at Christmas and so let this Christmas be a moment of rededication to the work of love in the world. As Howard Thurman wrote long ago, “When the song of the angels is stilled, when the star and the sky is gone, when the kings and princes are at home, when the shepherds are back with their flocks, then the work of Christmas begins. To find the lost, to heal the broken, to feed the hungry, to release the prisoner, to rebuild the nations, to bring peace among others, to make music in the heart.”
For love came down at Christmas, and our work is to love always. God love you. God bless you, and may God hold us all in those almighty hands of love. Merry Christmas.
The Most Rev. Michael B. Curry
Presiding Bishop and Primate
The Episcopal Church
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A New Ministry is Here!
As I think most of you know, I have been invited to serve our brothers and sisters in Christ of Trinity Evangelical Lutheran Church as their worship leader and first-responder to pastoral emergencies.  Their pastor of 37 years, Gregg Davison, has ended his fruitful ministry and I will serve Trinity until a new pastor is called.
In practical terms, my new role will have me presiding at Trinity’s 4:30 p.m. Saturday and 9:00 a.m. Sunday services, as well as being “on call” for pastoral situations as they arise: hospital calls, funerals, etc..
Trinity and St. Paul’s has a tradition of shared ministry through the years.  From 2000-2005, Pastor Gregg had a similar role in our congregation that I am assuming at Trinity. And, even now, he is often called to sub for me when I am away and will continue to do so in retirement.  There also have been instances of shared worship and education between our two churches.
This interchangeability of clergy is possible because since 2000 the Episocpal Church and the Evangelical Lutheran Church of America have enjoyed an inter-communion status.  While not completely merged together, we are united substantially.  And, as we think of the future, the prayer of our denominations is a full unity, as Christ, himself, prayed might be among his followers.
I am looking forward to my new role as I continue my wonderful ministry here at St. Paul’s
God bless you!  Richard
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Let us pray for those who have asked for our prayers: 
Orlin Klinkefus, Colleen Harmon, Ruth Davis, Dan and Carroll McInroy, Bob & Nancy Petersen, Alice, Sandra Mason, Glen Davis, Brian deSilva, and Marleen Otto.
We pray for all the faithful departed, especially Nan Ryden, that they may be held forever in God’s everlasting arms.
We pray for all those celebrating birthdays during the month of January, especially Tom Apgar, Janet deSilva, Laurie DeMeyer, Carroll McInroy, Joyce Bayne, and Patricia Gourley.    We also pray for those observing January anniversaries.
We pray for the clergy and people of every parish in our diocese and our companion dioceses of Nzara and Swaziland in Africa, and Brechin in Eastern Scotland. 
We pray for leaders in every community and nation we entrust with the authority of government, especially for Joseph, our President and Kimberly, our Governor, that they may be filled with the love of truth and righteousness and seek the common good. 
We pray for the people of Ukraine, for all those suffering or afraid, that they will soon know justice and peace in their land. 
We pray for an end to Coronavirus 19 and for all those working world-wide to care for those who have contracted the virus.
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Our annual ST. PAUL’S ANNUAL CHRISTMAS PARTY was held at the Binford House on Thursday, December 8.  It was a spectacular event, rich in wonderful food prepared and shared by equally wonderful people.  And there were presents exchanged!   The entire meal was completely underwritten and featured wine and cheese prior to the main course.  Special thanks to NANCY STONE, MARY LOU TAPPE, AND GLEN DAVIS for making it all happen.  
The Feast of the Epiphany:  A major feast day of the Christian calendar that falls annually on January 6, The Epiphany celebrates the manifestation of the Lord Jesus in three important instances:  the visitation of the Magi, the Baptism of Jesus, and Jesus’ first miracle at a wedding in Cana of Galilee.  Taken together, these events offer a “showing” of Jesus identity as God’s son.  We will celebrate the Epiphany on Sunday, January 8, and everyone coming to church is invited to bring a gift that we can share with our community through the ministry of our Blessing Box.  These gifts will be offered to God during the service at the beginning of communion, so when you arrive, please bring your offering, and place it at the foot of the altar.
VESTRY:  January’s meeting is yet to be scheduled, but as soon as a date is decided, we will let everyone know.   If you have items for the Vestry Agenda please speak to a member of the Board or to Fr. Richard.
FIRST THURSDAY PARISH POTLUCK:  This monthly gathering of our church for food and fellowship will not be held in January but will commence on Thursday, February 2.  As always it will be held in the Conference Room, beginning at 6:00 p.m.  If you would like to bring the main course, let the office know or sign up on the Parish event easel at the back of the church.
[image: image14.jpg]



ARTS@ST.PAULS
We concluded our first full season of this new outreach program of St. Paul’s with a CHRISTMAS CONCERT ON TUESDAY, DECEMBER 20, AT 7:00 P.M.  The Church was packed to the rafters and the program was rich in both variety and excellence in performance.  
We are so grateful to our Artist in Residence, HUDSON LOURENCO-FELD, for both performing and producing the event, and to all our guest artists: DEREK SHIELDS, piano; MICHAEL GABLER, guitar; MARIA GALVAN WIARDA, harp; FRED BUCK, banjo/dobro; ANNIE RUDE, bass; GARY HALVERSON, mandolin/dobro; SHARON MORRICAL, piano, NICK LINDBORG; THE MARSHALLTOWN HIGH SCHOOL HOLIDAY SINGERS, under the direction of AMY OSO; and THE MTUNES VOCAL QUARTET, SCOTT KRATZER, ANDY SCHWANDT, LARRY PFANTZ, AND STACY HEIL.
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esus lived in a world where hospitality was practiced with amazing generosity.  That is, when travelers in the first century came to a community, often after traveling long distances, they would be welcomed to the fireside, given food, shelter and friendship.  
This is just the way it was, and in many places still in the underdeveloped, out-of-the-way-places, of the world, this is the way it still is!
But when we look at St. Mathew’s Christmas-Epiphany accounts, the soon to be born baby and his parents can’t get into the Holiday Inn.   
H

e can’t get into the inn.  
There's no room.  
This element of the story, the fact that Jesus could not get into the inn, but was born in a lowly stable, probably comes from Jeremiah.  
The prophet, painfully aware of Israel’s sins against the Lord God Yahweh, expresses his fear that God might forsake Israel.  
S

o, Jeremiah prays this question to the Lord God, “You who are the hope of Israel, its Savior in times of distress, why are you like a stranger in the land, like a traveler who stays only a night?”  (Jeremiah 14:8)
Jesus can’t get into the inn because he’s not a traveler.  
He’s going nowhere.  He must be born on the earth because he’s not going to pack up and leave.  
This is a sign of the permanent presence of God in Jesus to human life, to the human condition.  There will be no walking out of the covenant between God and human beings as far as God is concerned.  There will be no abandonment.  God in Jesus is not a tourist.  
This is one who is born on the earth and cannot be born in an inn.   Because the only people who stay in an inn are moving out, moving on.  They stay a night and they leave.   
This does not leave.  
Given all of this, we are left with a question. 
W

hen we look at our relationships, do they reflect this kind of rock-solid stability that is really God-like, or do the people with whom we relate see us more like tourists, travelers, that are here today but may be gone tomorrow? 
Do those around us, in our families, workplaces, even in our congregations, see us as fully and faithfully committed to them, or just as likely to cut and run? 
M

ay we pray as we enter this new year that the God who refuses to move beyond us but stays nearer to us than we are to ourselves. . .that this God gives us the grace to keep the commitments we have made, of whatever nature, and thus love one another, truly and fully.
I send you all my love as your priest and my best wishes for a wonderful new year.
Blessings,
Richard
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During the past few weeks, we received another bid for the restoration project on our church building - E&H Restorations of Davenport submitted a bid of $26,199.00 to do tuckpointing, stone repair and foundation work for the bell tower and the northeast corner buttress.  They did not submit a bid for the roofing repairs need.  I spoke with Neumann Brothers Construction of Des Moines, who have been quite busy, and will get together with me in the next few weeks to review the project and possibly submit a bid.
I have been contacted by the directors of the Caring Center, which used to have a Main Street storefront until it was destroyed by the 2018 tornado.  Since then, they have moved around town a number of times, haven't really found a permanent home and are currently in need of space to rent.  Since our great hall has been vacant since Head Start moved out, I thought it would be to our mutual benefit to possibly offer them the opportunity to set up shop here.  I will propose this at the next vestry meeting.  What are your thoughts?
Your end-of-year pledges were most generous and greatly appreciated.  They will go a long way in helping with the operational cost of St. Paul's.
This year Joyce Bayne will be leaving her position on the Vestry after four years’ service, leaving an open spot on the board.  If you would be interested in serving, please contact P.J. Joslin, Father Richard or any vestry member.  The vestry meets monthly and serves a most vital role in church decision making.
Over the past month we have received enormous contributions of food for our Blessing Box, mainly from the Rotary and from Thrivent - Their contributions of both food and gift cards were so large that we now must devote a whole room in the office area just to store the supplies.  We have also been approved by HyVee to pick up as much of their surplus bakery supplies as we can use - I usually stop by twice each week and load my car full of bread, buns, muffins and whatever they have available.  And this is in addition to all the individual donations received from parishioners and strangers who donate anonymously.  Grateful thanks to all who have made this project so successful. 
Mike Bayne
Parish Administrator
On the Lighter Side
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